^32                    KARAKHITAI (SI LIAO).
time ruled over Kasbgar, collected his troops and marched out against the enemy; but he was defeated and died. When the gurkhan had left Sin and arrived in Turkestan, lie found there many of his countrymen who had previously emigrated. They were in the service of the khans of Turkestan, who had intrusted them with the defence of the eastern frontier. On the arrival of the gurkhan, all these people went over to him, and with their aid the latter succeeded in establishing his authority over the whole of Turkestan. But the gurkhan did not interfere with the administration of the conquered countries. He contented himself with imposing taxes upon the people, collecting one dinar from each family, and obliged the rulers who had surrendered to attach to their girdles a certain silver tablet, as a mark of their subjection. Subsequently the gurkhan directed his host to Maveran-nahar, then ruled over by Mahmud, son of Mohammed. This prince advanced from Khodjend to meet the enemy. A battle took place in the month of Eamazan of 5 31 (A>D. 1137). Mahmud was defeated and put to flight. He returned to Samarkand and then raised the whole country to appear in arms. He asked also the assistance of the (Seldjuk) sultan Sandjart imploring him to invite all Mohammedans in order to make a joint attack on the infidels. Thereupon auxiliary forces arrived from Kho-rassan, Mazanderan, Sedjestan, Ghazna, and other Mohammedan countries. In 1141 Sandjar himself crossed with his troops the Amu river. But the gurkhan on his part had also gathered a vast army, consisting of Turks, people from Sin (China) and Khata (Id-tans), and other countries. He met Sandjar at JTatwan, and forced him to withdraw into the valley of Dirgham, where, iii 1142, a decisive battle was fought. The Mohammedan army was totally defeated. Sandjar escaped, but his wife, a daughter of Arslan Khan, was made prisoner, together with a number of the Mohammedan chiefs. After this the "Khata people and the Turks established thsir power in